State, Government, Politics

Since this accursed war began we have always been lagging
behind with the measures we have taken. With the efforts
we are making today we should have been victorious three
months ago : and with those that we shall make three months
hence (if we then make any) we should be victorious today.

HEINRICH VON KLEIST,   1809

Flabbiness,   egoism,   avarice,   Nordic  apathy  and   super-
ficiality were our guides and counsellors.

FREIHERR VOM STEIN,  l8ll

It would not make much difference whether a French
marshal, who would at least have known, formerly, the
inspiring visions of liberty, or an inflated German noble,
brutal and mannerless, were to rule our part of Germany.

JOHANN  GOTTLIEB  FICHTE,   l8iy

I do not believe that any other nation has such a passion
for moving backwards as the German.

WOLFGANG GOETHE, 13 November, 1813

A people without fatherland, a constitution without unity,
princes without character and intellect, a nobility without
pride and energy.                     JOSEPH GOERRES, May 1814

*

Nowadays it is almost impossible to write about any party
without offending two parties.

JEAN  PAUL FR.  RICHTER,  1 817

The principal cause of the ferment in Germany is found in
the number of our princes and governments. They -are the
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